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Manuel is the Vicar for Māori in the Diocese of Auckland. 

He sits on the diocesan Lead Team and the NZCBC Rōpū Māori. 

Manuel recently attended sessions of the global Synod on Synodality in Rome.



UNPACKING WHĀNAU MERCY VALUES
THROUGH THE LENS OF

MĀORI SPIRITUALITY 



ATUA

TANGATA WHENUA



TAPU
Set apart

Holy

Sacred



Te tapu “i” te Atua
God “is” holy

Te tapu “i” te tangata

The Person “is” sacred

Te tapu “i” te whenua

The land “is” sacred

Te tapu “i”

- tapu as being-in-itself



Te tapu “o” te Atua
That “of” God is sacred

Te tapu “o” te tangata

That “of” a person is sacred

Te tapu “o” te whenua

That “of” the land is sacred

Te tapu “o”

- tapu as being-in-relationship



Whanaungatanga

Aroha

Kaitiakitanga



Whanaungatanga

How are our relational spaces (hui, emails, meetings etc) 

infused with the awareness of tapu?

Aroha

How do we treat one another as bearers                                                       

of divine dignity?

Kaitiakitanga

How do we protect the tapu of cultural and spiritual 

symbols?



MANA

Where there is Tapu, 

there is Mana



MANA

Authority

Dignity

Prestige



MANA

Tapu is the potential 

for power



MANA

Mana is the actual 

power



MANA

Mana is Tapu in action



Mana Atua

Mana Tangata

Mana Whenua



Whanaungatanga

Do our systems (e.g. HR, pastoral care, leadership 

structures) reflect the mana of relational connection?

Aroha

How do we express aroha in ways that protect and enhance 

mana—not just kindness, but deep respect?

Kaitiakitanga

How do we recognise the mana of the whenua, taonga, and 

resources entrusted to us?



PONO

Truth

Integrity

Fidelity



TIKA
Right Order

Just

Correct



AROHA

Love

Communion

Action



Whanaungatanga

How do we ensure that 

everyone’s voice is heard and 

valued?



Kaitiakitanga
How do we ensure intergenerational 

justice in our stewardship?



Manaakitanga
What value do you place on 

hospitality?

What does that look/feel/sound like?



Ātawhaitanga
How does ‘Atawhai’ invite us                            

to move from feeling compassion                     

to embodying it—through action, 

relationship, and responsibility?



Kotahitanga
What does kotahitanga ask of us 

when unity feels difficult?



Tangata

Whenuatanga
What do you know about                                         

the places where you minister?



Panekiretanga
In what ways to we see our 

ministries as sacred 

responsibility—honouring those 

who came before and uplifting 

those yet to come. 
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Te Ngākau Atawhai – Heart of Mercy: In Aotearoa, the Mercy Cross, central to Catherine McAuley’s spirituality, is supported by a pair of 

koru. The koru represent the unfolding of new life and link our Mercy story to the spirituality of Māori and the ancient lore  of this land

Whānau Mercy Ministries, a Ministerial Public Juridic Person (MPJP) under Canon Law.                                      © Whānau Mercy Ministries. w
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